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About the American Optometric Association (AOA): 
 
The American Optometric Association represents more than 34,000 doctors of 
optometry, optometry students and paraoptometric assistants and technicians. 
Optometrists provide more than two-thirds of all primary eye care in the United 
States and serve patients in nearly 6,500 communities across the country. In 
3,500 of those communities they are the only eye doctors. 
 
American Optometric Association doctors of optometry are highly qualified, 
trained doctors on the frontline of eye and vision care who examine, diagnose, 
treat and manage diseases and disorders of the eye. In addition to providing eye 
and vision care, optometrists play a major role in a patient's overall health and 
well-being by detecting systemic diseases such as diabetes and hypertension. 
 
Prior to optometry school, optometrists undergo three to four years of 
undergraduate study that typically culminates in a bachelor's degree with 
extensive, required coursework in areas such as advanced health, science and 
mathematics. Optometry school consists of four years of post-graduate, doctoral 
study concentrating on both the eye and systemic health. In addition to their 
formal training, doctors of optometry must undergo annual continuing education 
to stay current on the latest standards of care. For more information, visit 
www.aoa.org. 
 


